
 

 

Augusta - 
Sports Mecca 
of the South 

2026 Instructions – 

 
This team took the preseason tournament in a big surprise.  As long as the starting pitching always goes 6 
shutout innings like they did in the tourney we will contend. Hmmm. That might be more of a dream than 
a strategy, but we will see.  We are more balanced than we have been before, maybe won’t be as much of 
a push-over on the road. 
 
 Starting Line-ups 

Lineup A 
vs Left ~ bat right 

Lineup B 
Standard vs Left 

Lineup C 
Vs L, bat L 

Lineup D 
Vs R Screwballer 

Lineup E  
Std Vs R 

Lineup F  
Vs R, bat L 

4 Hoerner, Nico 4 Hoerner, Nico   8 Yastrzemski, Mike 8 Yastrzemski, Mike   

8 Pages, Andy 8 Pages, Andy   4 Hoerner, Nico 4 Hoerner, Nico   

3 Naylor, Josh 3 Naylor, Josh   3 Naylor, Josh 3 Naylor, Josh   

2 Contreras, William 2 Contreras, William   2 Contreras, William 2 Contreras, William   

9 GurrielJr., Lourdes 9 GurrielJr., Lourdes   7 Moniak, Mickey 7 Moniak, Mickey   

D Suzuki, Seiya D Suzuki, Seiya   D Suzuki, Seiya D Suzuki, Seiya   

7 Profar, Jurickson 7 Profar, Jurickson   6 Lopez, Otto 6 Abrams, CJ   

5 Williamson, Ben 5 Baty, Brett   5 Baty, Brett 5 Baty, Brett   

6 Abrams, CJ 6 Abrams, CJ   9 Pages, Andy 9 Pages, Andy   
Suárez, Ranger 
Peterson, David 
Ray, Robbie 
Sale, Chris 
Sánchez, Cristophr 
Luzardo, Jesús 

 

All Other Leftys 
 
 
 
 

 Yamamoto, Yoshi 
Gausman, Kevin 
Mlodzinski, Carmen 
Burnes, Corbin 
Gilbert, Logan 
Pepiot, Ryan 
Pivetta, Nick 
Woodruff, Brandon 
Burrows, Mike 
Nelson, Ryne 

All Other Righties  

 
Platoon / Lineups  
• Do not remove Hoerner, Naylor, Contreras, Suzuki. 
• Seldom remove Pages (only for late PH by Moniak if big advantage) Abrams,  
• If Lefty Starter comes out,  

• Yaz in for Profar, moves to CF, Pages to RF, Gurriel to LF.  This happens even before Profar hits to 
improve D.  

• Moniak can hit for Gurriel and play LF, but Gurriel is better D so it depends on the game situation. 
Leave Gurriel in at first and see if there is a big at bat while we are tied or behind to consider PH. 

• If Righty Starter gives way to a lefty reliever:  
• Yaz stays in if we are ahead or tied (or early in the game), else PH with Gurriel or Profar.  Pages 

moves to CF but defense suffers so we will accept the bad at bat most of the time. 
• Moniak comes out for Gurriel or Profar. Can do this earlier and more aggressively than taking Yaz 

out. 



Positions:  

C Contreras starts all games and never comes out. Ramirez backs him up in injury situations. 
1B Naylor also never comes out.  If injured, Contraras has to move to 1B and Ramirez has to catch. They 

are all three 1 injury guys so low risk. 
2B Hoerner all the time unless injured.  Lopez is the injury backup. 
SS Abrams starts against everybody but the Righty screwballers.  Lopez starts the other games and is a 

defensive improvement if we are ahead and Abrams has just batted (or ahead by several runs and 
want D) 

3B Baty starts all games.  Williamson is the injury backup and Defensive improvement late. 
CF Yastrzemski versus R and Pages v Left.  No good D sub this year. 
RF Pages v R and Gurriel v L.  Yaz is much better on D so he plays the most. De La Cruz only hits for Yaz 

in key spots late and behind and versus a lefty. 
LF Moniak starts versus R, Profar starts v Leftys.  These 5 guys back each other up, although the D gets 

really choppy if one of these 1 injury guys goes down.  No reason to see Contreras or Suzuki in the OF. 
DH Suzuki is the DH all the time. Injury backup v L would be Baty (Williamson to 3B).  Injury backup v R 

would be Abrams (Lopez to SS). 
 
Player Usage Limitations: None this year 
 
Pitcher hitting / Pinch hitting –  
• Pinch hitting only late in the game per above platoon discussion.   
• Bunting: a lost art.  If injuries have caused us to pull the DH, then pitchers bunt in sacrifice situations, 

otherwise don’t even think about it. 
 
 Baserunning 
• Stealing: Abrams, Baty, Kim, Gurriel, Hoerner, Lopez, Naylor, Pages all have * and steal at 70%.  

Profar, Baty and Williamson steal at 80%. Nobody else steals 
• Who to H&R and when: not really our thing. 
• Score at 60%, or 40% with two outs 
• Send trailers to second aggressively, to third conservatively. 
• Send low percentage trailer when tying or go ahead run is coming to the plate at 70% or less. 
• Pinch Run: wont happen much, Moniak or Lopez but only if they are going into the game anyway and 

are not running for somebody that never comes out. 
 
Defense 
• Throwing Defense: Use the chart below to guide you. Override to throw home on the winning run in 

the 9th. This chart should keep the double play in order more often, at least that is the intent.  
Two Outs Throwing  Less Than Two Outs Throwing 

Play at … on a Throw if cut if trailer  Play at … on a Throw if cut if trailer 
Home Single <70% <40%  Home Single <60% <40% 
Home Double <75% <40%  Home Double <70% <40% 
Third Single <85% < lead runner  Third Single <70% <40% 

 
• Best Defense is in Bold.  Defensive changes at SS and 3B with a lead after the starters have batted late 

makes sense. 
C 1B 2B SS 3B LF CF RF 

Contreras Naylor Hoerner Abrams Baty Gurriel Yastrzemski Pages 
  Lopez Lopez Williamson Moniak Pages Gurriel 

Ramirez Contreras Baty   Profar   
Intentional Walks 
• Only the mega beef guys when men on and 1B open. If your DH is out and the pitcher is on deck, 

consider the IBB. In the bottom of the 10th or later in a TIE game, can walk “top stud hitters” 



•  
 

 
Honoring Hall-of-Famers 

 
Jeff Bagwell 

Augusta Nationals 
 
  
  
 
 
 



Pitching Rotation 
 Away Games – Look here    Games at Augusta  
Opp. Game #1 Game #2 Game #3   Opp. Game #1 Game #2 Game #3  
BAG Holmes Canning Wacha   BAG Senga Holmes Flaherty  
PBC Holmes Canning Wacha   PBC Senga Wacha Flaherty  
SBM Holmes Canning Wacha   SBM Senga Holmes Flaherty  
SCT Holmes Canning Wacha   SCT Senga Holmes Flaherty  
CAS Holmes Flaherty Wacha   CAS Senga Holmes Flaherty  
HAW Holmes Canning Wacha   HAW Senga Canning Flaherty  
LVB Senga Flaherty Wacha   LVB Senga Wacha Flaherty  
OBB Holmes Canning Wacha   OBB Senga Canning Flaherty  
CHI Holmes Canning Wacha   CHI Senga Canning Flaherty  
STL Holmes Canning Wacha   STL Senga Wacha Flaherty  
VBS Holmes Flaherty Wacha   VBS Senga Canning Flaherty  
           
 Divisional Games – ROAD GAMES   Divisional Games – HOME GAMES 
Opp. Game #1 Game #2 Game #3 Game #4  Opp. Game #1 Game #2 Game #3 Game #4 
CHI Senga Holmes Wacha Flaherty  CHI Senga Holmes Wacha Flaherty 
STL Senga Holmes Wacha Flaherty  STL Senga Holmes Wacha Flaherty 
VBS Senga Holmes Wacha Flaherty  VBS Senga Holmes Wacha Flaherty 
 

Starter 
Comments 
Re Dots: 

If blown out early (trailing by 3 and in dots) the starter goes at least 3 innings. If we are trailing by more 
than 3, the starter extends to 6 innings unless we get back in the game. After 3 innings, If tired but still in 
the game, Barlow and Hoffman each need to pitch 2 or more innings.  

Holmes  20 Better versus Leftys. Will try to complete 7 innings. Don’t pull him before the 7th unless tired and we are in 
the game. Never pitches in the 9th.  

Canning  12 Goes 6 innings unless tired.. Does not pitch the 7th. Slightly better v Right 
Senga     18 Much better against Rightys, mostly pitches at home. Pitches 6 unless tired.  Never the 7th on the road. 
Wacha   20 Flipped his card, now better versus leftys. Pitches at least 6 unless tired. Can pitch 7th or even 8th with a 

lead and leftys coming up. 
Flaherty  20 
 

Better vs R and pitches mostly at home. Pitches 6 unless tired. Can pitch 7th or even 8th against mostly 
righty lineups with a nice lead.. 

 
BULLPEN.  In games we can win, Waldrep and Chandler try to bring it home.  In close games Anderson and 
Estrada will try to keep us in it until late.  In games where we are down more than 3, Barlow and Hoffman (and the 
starters) will need to carry the load to save innings for the back end of the bullpen.   
 
Chandler 
 

31 
 

Closer. Only pitches the 9th inning with a lead.  Never more than 3 outs. Looking for 25 saves.  

Waldrep 56 Alternate Closer.  Better than Chandler vs rightys but less balanced. Can set up Chandler or 
pitch to close.  Use in 8th and 9th and extras. 

Anderson 70 Set-up. Balanced card can pitch the 7th and 8th in a close game.  Can pitch in extras.  
Estrada 73 Set-Up versus Left.  Lots of innings, pitches multiple innings against left loaded lineups. Can 

be a stopper, mid-relief, set-up or closer against lefty teams.  Won’t play much against righty 
dominated teams.  We need to use his innings against lefty or balanced teams!! 

Barlow 68 Middle relief / long relief. Comes in early when the starters have failed.  Better than Hoffman 
both ways. On the road he is the first mop up guy and should go several innings in a blow-
out.  

Hoffman 68 Middle relief against righty lineups and at Augusta.  7 Lefty diamonds means he doesn’t play 
against some teams on the road. Mop-up guy if we are blown out early, especially against 
rightys. Let him go 3 or 4 innings in a game where we are not competitive. 
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